MARGARET CAVENDISH, 1664.
I wonder how that perfon you mention in your letter, could
either have the confcience, or confidence to difpraife Shakefpears
playes, as to fay they were made up onely with clowns, fools,
watchmen, and the like -}  but to anfwer that perfon, though
Shakefpear's wit will anfwer for himfelf, I fay, that it feems by
his judging, or cenfuring, he underftands not playes, or wit; for
to exprefs properly, rightly, ufually, and naturally, a clown's, or
fool's  humour, expreffions,  phrafes, garbs,   manners,   actions,
words, and courfe of life, is as witty, wife, judicious, ingenious,
and obferving, as to write and exprefs the expreflions, phrafes,
garbs, manners, actions, words, and courfe of life, of kings and
princes 3 and to exprefs naturally, to the life, a mean country
wench, as a great lady, a courtefan, as a chaft woman, a mad
man, as a man in his right reafon and fenfes, a drunkard, as a
fober man, a knave, as an honeft man, and fo a clown, as a well-
bred man, and a fool, as a wife man 5 nay, it expreffes and declares
a greater wit, to exprefs, and deliver to poflerity, the extrava-
gancies of madnefs, the fubtilty of knaves, the ignorance of
clowns, and the iimplicity of naturals, or the craft of feigned
fools, than to exprefs regularities, plain honefty, courtly garbs, or
fenlible difcourfes, for 'tis harder to exprefs nonfenfe than fenfe*
and ordinary converfations, than that which is unufual; and 'tis
harder, and requires more wit to exprefs a jefter, than a grave
ftatefman; yet Shakefpear did not want wit, to exprefs to the life
all forts of perfons, of what quality, profeflion, degree, breeding,